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A Letter from Our Founder
and Board President

As we reflect on Changing Worlds's accomplishments in 2016, we take 
note of our beginnings 20 years ago as a photography and oral history 
project in one Chicago Public School.  We marvel at the organization's 
growth and its exciting developments in programming over these years, 
and we affirm its mission with new urgency. 

In 2016, we had 57 in-school and after-school residencies in 27 
schools and community partnership sites, serving more than 10,200 students. This would not have been 
possible without the generosity and support of more than 400 donors and sponsors. As you will read in this report, our 
arts instruction included an array of visual arts mediums, cultural dances, drama, poetry and video production. 

Changing Worlds draws on the power of the arts and personal stories to build bridges and to engage young people in 
explorations of identity, culture, family, community and history. This year we saw a growing interest in issues of social 
justice and peace. Students engaged in passionate discussions and expressed strong feelings in their writing and 
art-making. 

As the year unfolded, the urgency of our mission became painfully clear. The violence in the neighborhoods of many of our 
students, ongoing racial tension, anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim rhetoric, and the divisiveness of our national election 
were grave reminders of the importance of our work. Through the experiences we provided, the stories told, the examples 
set and messages taught, students discovered that each one's voice, background and culture is appreciated and 
respected. 

We thank you for your interest in Changing Worlds and our work with Chicago area youth. As we look toward the future, 
we are excited to welcome our new Executive Director, Alicia Vega, who comes to us with a strong background in 
administration and programming. We look forward to her leadership and to the new adventure we are going to embark 
upon together!

Kay berkson Jason Osborn
Changing Worlds Founder Changing Worlds Board President



Mission and Values
Changing Worlds's mission is to foster inclusive 
communities through oral history, writing and art 
programs that improve student learning, affirm 
identity and enhance cross-cultural understanding.

Our five core values are central to fulfilling the 
organizational mission :

Inclusion
Building inclusive and 
empathetic communities where 
people of all cultures, points of 
view, beliefs and differences 
are respected and valued. Innovation

Advancing creative, reflective 
and strategic approaches in 
developing solutions to 
programmatic and organizational 
challenges.

Equity
Activating the voices and 
potential of all people in our 
practices and programs.

Integrity
Maintaining transparency 
and ethical practices in all 
aspects of Changing Worlds.

Growth
Fostering a culture where 
learning is cultivated, 
supported and affirmed.
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Changing Worlds Programs
The Arts, Cultural & Literacy (ACL) curriculum pairs art-making and writing to explore "Big 
Ideas" that enhance students' learning in the arts and other academic content areas.  The 
ACL program is offered to third-eighth grade students and is designed to meet the unique 
academic, cultural and artistic interests of each school.

Across ACL programs most students indicated on surveys that they enjoyed Changing 
Worlds's programming (67%), felt positive about themselves and their peers during 
Changing Worlds's programming (75%), and made an effort to work productively with their 
peers (74%).

In our Arts & Chultural Connections (ACC) after-school programming, Changing Worlds 
partners with community organizations and schools to explore culture through dance, drama 
or visual art during after-school hours. Changing Worlds's integrated approach provides 
students with rich exposure to one or more cultures while developing valuable artistic skills. 

Almost all students were proficient in their use of the art vocabulary associated with their 
projects. Evidence of the exploration of self-identity manifested in focus groups, journals, 
and observations. Through observations and focus groups most students demonstrated a 
positive attitude and a desire to fully engage in classes!
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Funders including The Department of Family & Support Services and United Way of 
Metropolitan Chicago supported year-long projects at multiple schools. Fifth through eighth 
grade students participating in United Way programs also benefited from a high school 
preparation component of the program, including a high school fair where students completed 
a career survey and learned about high school options and the application process.  

"I was surprised by the answers to the questions I asked my grandmother.  
What I liked best was when my grandmother told me that we have family 
members that were a part of the Great Migration. So we both got on 

Ancestry.com and looked at all the people that were in our family and who were 
even a part of slavery."-Phyllis (Brown Elementary Student)

3



"I didn't know I could make big stuff like 
that until Mama Sadira made me push myself, I 

didn't know that could come out 
of me." (Brown Elementary 

Student)  

"We had to write about ourselves.  Then write about our family.  
Then write about what they want for us and what we want for us.  
Then we learned about gestures... Then we got our play and 

started rehearsing." 
(Hay Drama Student) 
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"I feel like through the projects we've done I 
know that I really want to be an artist." (Hay 

student, Visual Arts)

"I learned I can do more things than I thought I 
could, [my teaching artist] challenged me to do 
more." (Spencer student, Hip Hop Dance) 
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Joann Beck and Joseph B. Glossberg 
Student Leadership Awards

Jalen Simmons Pilsen Community Academy, 6th grade

The Student Leadership Award was created in 2011 in recognition of Joann Beck and Joseph B. 

Glossber's leadership and commitment to Changing Worlds and their work towards cultivating future 

creative leaders. Each year, two students are selected in recognition of their demonstrated 

leadership, personal and artistic growth, creativity and commitment to cultural awareness.

Jalen has been enrolled in the Graphic Design program for two years. 

Through Changing Worlds, Jalen has used visual art to help him develop the 

skills to effectively manage various emotions. His greatest influence has 

been his cousin for many reasons, but mostly because he's a positive 

example. Jalen says that an effective leader values teamwork, fairness 

and respect for others. In the future, Jalen would like to be either an 

anthropologist, military personnel or a mixed martial arts specialist.

Erika Carrillo Pilsen Community Academy, 8th grade
Erika has been enrolled in the Hip Hop Dance program for three 

years. Through Changing Worlds, Erika has learned that dance 

allows her to communicate without using words. Her father has 

been a major influence in her life, because he has supported 

her family and worked incredibly hard to be successful. Erika 

explains, "A great leader always helps people out when they 

are struggling." In the future, Erika wants to become an 

educator, because she wants to support students by helping 

them achieve their goals.
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2016 Annual Report Card
The following "report card" gives a snapshot of some of Changing Worlds's 
proudest accomplishments this year:

2016 ANNUAL REPORT CARD
A year of building bridges and sharing youth stories through the arts & writing

3,093
Arts and Culture 

Sessions

21
Average Attendance 

Per Session

52
Artists 

Employed

50+
Volunteers 
Engaged

27
School and 

Community-based 
Partnerships

13
Chicago and Suburban 

Neighborhoods Engaged

$0.81
Of Every Dollar 
Raised Supports 

Programs

10,245
Children and Youth Bene�ted 

from Changing Worlds’s Programs

CHANGING WORLDS completed its 2016 �scal year with 
gratitude for the support of its friends, donors, volunteers 

and partners. We’ve made a tremendous impact on 
thousands of Chicago area youth, schools and communities.

Connecting lives and cultures through the arts
Donate at www.changingworlds.org or call (312) 421-8040 to volunteer with 

Changing Worlds at a school, in our o�ce or as a Board member.
329 W. 18th St. | Suite 506 | Chicago, IL 60616

7



2016 Financial Overview

Thank you to our lead FY16 sponsors!

In-Kind Support
Lucy Ascoli * Nian Baumgardt * Kay Berkson * Diane Boyd * Dream Chicago * Michele Cardona * City of Chicago, Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events, 
Chicago Cultural Center * Chicago Public Library - Logan Square Branch * Chicago Public Library - Lozano Public Library * Chicago Public Schools * Columbia College Chicago 
* Corporate Imaging Concepts, Inc. * Cuvee Cellars * Lagunitas Brewing * Lisa Davis * Edelman Executive Services Corps of Chicago * Gail Guggenheim * Grove Dental 
Association * Sharon Hidalgo * Husar Photography * Hyde Park Art Center * Indira Freitas Johnson * Jane Addams Hull-House at University of Illinois-Chicago * Jeff & Linda 
Feinstein * Nectel Technologies * Northern Trust Company * Crystal D. Pettus * Anne Philips * PRP Wine International * Quarles & Brady LLP * Rebuild Foundation * Ritz Carlton 
Cancun * Mark Rodriguez * Vicki Woolner Samuels * School of the Art Institute of Chicago * Shepard Schwartz & Harris LLP * David Weathersby of sub.verse.studios
Video Parachute

Foundations
Alverin M. Cornell Foundation
Anonymous Donor, Peace Development Fund 
Benevolence Committee of Christ Church
Benjamin J. Rosenthal Foundation
Communitas Charitable Trust
Donley Foundation        
Goldyne H. Heyman Fund for Education
Jerome A. and Estelle R. Newman Assistance Fund
Landau Family Foundation

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation           
Rothman Family Foundation
The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund
The Chicago Community Trust
The Lohengrin Foundation
The Pierce Family Foundation
United Airlines - Volunteer Impact Grant
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Impact Fund, a McCormick Foundation Fund

Government, Corporations, 
Businesses and Organizations
Avalon Trust
Bulley & Andrews
CityArts Grant from the City of Chicago 
Deptartment of Cultural Affairs & Special Events
City of Chicago, Deptartment of Family and 
Support Services
Columbia College Chicago
Gofen and Glossberg, LLC
Grosvenor Capital Management

Illinois Arts Council Agency
Jenner & Block
Neuberger Berman
Northern Trust
Quarles & Brady LLP
Shepard Schwartz & Harris, LLP
Target
Winston & Strawn
Xerox Corporation
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Thank you to our FY16 donors
Ron Abramowicz
Martha Ackerman
Dan Adams
Jody Adler & Michael Fisher
Yvonne & Jose Afable, Afable ACS LLC
Susan Alberts
Jeff & Andie Alvis
Janet & Steve Anixter
 Anonymous
Emilio & Sue Apey
Brandi & Daniel Argentar
Louis Ascherman
Lucy & Peter Ascoli
Ronald Axe
Mark Badenhop
Marianne Balin & Prudence Carter
Genevieve Balthazar
Vincenzo Barbetta
Lucille Baron
Karl & Judy Barons
Fred Bates & Ellen Benjamin
Queta & Ron Bauer
J P Beale-DelVecchio
Sharon Beaudion & Reginald Long
Richard & JoAnn Beck
Lauren Benn
Kay Berkson & Sidney Hollander
Marc Bermann
Sheldon & Joan Beugen
Pietro Binchi
Gerry Bissi
Timuel & Zenobia Black
Patricia Bobb
JoAnn Bonner
Patricia Borowiec
Adam Bossov
Joan Bradbury & Jo Anderson
Kate Bradley
Steven Braska
Markell Bridges
John & Judy Bross
Bob & Mary Brown
Rona & Ralph Brown
Suzette Brown, Urban Partnership Bank
John & Kathleen Bruckner

Michelle Buck
Heather Burtch
Robert & Cheryl Byron
John & Sarabess Cahill
Greg Cameron & Greg Thompson
Michele Cardona, The Wealth 
Management Group
Gwen Carroll, GVC Ltd.
Dan Cedarbaum & Caryn Jacobs
Melissa Chaidez
Melinda Chern
Jean Choi & Peter Zaldivar
Mitchell Cobey & Janet Reali
Lindsay & Brandon Cochrane
Menachem Cohen
Suzanne & Alden Cohen
Dolores Connoly & Dan Casey
Harriet & Hank Conroe
Jane L. Cooley
Barbara & Nikola-Lisa Cooper
Rachel Cort
Bethany Crome
Nora Daley
Johanna Dalton
Sharon & Mike Damore
Kathleen M. Daniels
Elizabeth Darle
Mrs. & Dr. Lester Davis
Linda & Phil Davis
Molly Day & John Himmelfarb
John & Josefina Disterhoft
Patricia Dougherty
Rita Dragonette
Deirde Drake
Cassandra Drinkard & Charles Beard
Mario Dullas
Carol Duran & Michael Parkes
Steve Durchslag
Kathleen Ellis
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Deborah & David Epstein
Anthony & Liza Escuadro
Jeffrey & Tracy Farley
Judy & Roger Feldman
Susan Fell

Lorraine Ray Fennell
Mark Finfer
Sonia & Paul Fischer
Tessa Fischer
Craig Fitzgerald
George & Liane Fitzgerald
Sarah & Fred Flosi
Alysha Frankel
Paul & Susan Freehling
Susie & Sy Frolichstein
Tamar & Elliot Frolichstein-Appel
Marvin & Rosalie Fruchter
Mary & Floyd Fuller
Carrie Garrison
Judy & Mickey Gaynor
Jim & Lora Gelbort
Linda Gerber
Marc Ginsburg
Sari Gluckin
Jeanne & William Glunz
Connie Goddard
Joseph Glossberg, Gofen & Glossberg
Sandra Goldsmith & Shel Toplitt
Wika Gomez
Mary & Michael Goodkind
Monica Gormley
Jill Graham
Domenick Grana
Simon Grant
Sallie & Alan Gratch
Jordana Greenberg
Ida Greenfield
Susie & Louis Greenwald
Colleen Greer
Esther Grisham Grimm, 3Arts
Abigail Grossman
Elisabeth Grossman
Paul Grossman
Audrey & Ronald Grzywinski
Marla Gunderson
Joan Gunzberg
Brian & Carla Hahn
Margie Hake
Kellie Halkitis
Anne Hallett

Mary Hammes
Stuart Hannay & Cait Hardie
Laura & Jim Hansen
Jerome Harper, Northern Trust
Tim & Mary Pat Haskamp
Paul & Eileen Hayes
Michelle & Michael Hejna
Virginia Helm
Marilyn Helmholz
Nina Helstein
Daniel & Laura Herbert
Kimberlee Herold
Judy & Jay Heyman
Carlos Hidalgo
Sharon Hidalgo
Susan Himmelfarb
Cindy Hoag
Nan & Dave Hoff
Jeanette Holland
Peggy Holland
Marilyn Hollander
Arthur Holst
James Holstein
Randall Honold
Matt Howard
Angela Hubbell
Tadd & Ann Ingles
Janene Ingram
David & Beth Inlander
David Jacobson
Linda & Alan Jacobson
Ted Jadwin & Ellen Morris
Indira & Karl Johnson
Darrell Jones
Earl Jones, Indiana University Northwest
Vaishali Joshi
Carroll Joynes & Abby O'Neil
Linda Judge
Beth Kamhi
Eleanor Kane
Carol & Arnold Kanter
Albert & Soryl Kaplan
Lauren Kappel
Gerry & Steve Keen
Janet Kessler

Mary & Rob Khoury
Beverly Kinkade & Gary Sanders
Cindy Klinger
Karen Koehler-Davis
Gregory Koehlinger
Arthur & Claire Kohrman
Jan Kostner
Phyllis Kravitz
Jim La Rochelle
Cammy & John Laing
Ken Landau
Lea Basile & Michael Lazarus
Audrey & Byron Lee
Jennifer Lee
Ken & Lucy Lehman & Kellcie Fund
Elise & Jeff Lennard
Linda Lenz & Catalyst Magazine
Bernadette Lerner
Lou Levine
Martin & Sandra Levy
Bud & Carol Lifton
Rabbi Seth Limmer
Laurel Lipkin
Lori Lippitz
Cherie Lockett
Lynn Lockwood
Shazia Lodhi
Barbette & Arthur Loevy
Marsha Love & Maarten Bosland
Amy & Michael Lowenthal
Shana Lowitz
Ted Lowitz
Dominique Luckey
Carole Luczak Dillerud
Ana Marie Lupisan
Cheryl Lynn Bruce
Mary Mackay & Edward Wheatley
Erica Madole
Evan & Sarah Makela
Katharine & James Mann
Donald Mannery
Bill & Sandy Marmitt
Patricia Marshall
Judy Matthews
Adrianne Mazura & John Ryan

Laura McAlpine & Jeanne Kracher
Hoy & Patti McConnell
JoAnn McCormack & Robert Palmerio
Patrick McDaniel
Katherine McGrath
Heather McWilliams & Fred Fischer
Rachel Medlock
Ann Meyer
Bruce Miller & Carol Yanowitz
Jane Miller
Judson & Linda Miner
Deborah Minor Harvey & Kamau 
Tyehimba
Maria Miranda
Nicole Moceri
Kelli Morgan
Mary Morten & Willa Taylor
Christopher & Ann Motogawa
Kristen Murphy & Maureen Pikarski
Leonard Murray
Barbara Myers
Kelsey Nelson
Rita Nolan
Jenifer Norman
Patricia Novak Ward
Rebecca & James Ohearn
Wilson Olsrud & Mattress Firm
John Oppenheimer
Ted & Susan Oppenheimer, The 
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
John Ortbal & Julie Stevens
Jason & Christine Osborn
Rosalyn Pachter
Lisa Pallardy
Stacey Palmisano
Patti Pangborn & James Yates
Rose Parisi
Anonymous Participation Fees
Richard & Hoppie Penn
Thomas & Maureen Pikarski
Ed Pino
Anonymous Poetry Pals
Barbara Pollack
Nancy Pollock
Diane Ponder

Willa Puckett
Stephanie Quick
Darwin Quizhpi
Christina Ramirez
Thomas Rebro
Sheldon & Irene Reitman
Elaine & Michael Ries
Michael Robbins
Mark Rodriguez & John Borrero
Jill & Ron Rohde
Suzy & Dave Rolewick
Ken Rolling
Carol Ronen
Louis & Lya Rosenblum
Warner & Judy Rosenthal
Judith & Bob Rothschild
Mr. & Mrs. George Rourke
Bonnie & Neal Rubin
Tony Ruzicka & Kessler Orlean Silver
Hedda Saltz
Bettylu & Paul Saltzman
Jacqueline Samuel
Sarah Samuels & Jason Taylor
Vicki & Tom Samuels
Tracy San Roman
Jacquelyn Sanders
Marjie Sandlow & Barry Rosen
Gail Schechter
Joanne Schlichter
Kenneth Schmetterer & Nancee Siegel
Marcia Schneider
Terry Schoonover
Ellen & Larry Schor
Jennifer Semler
Joan Shames
Jonathan Shames
Joan & Jim Shapiro, Joan & James 
Shapiro Foundation
Melvyn & Sheila Shochet
Sydney Sidwell
Angela & Matthew Siemer
Ilene Siemer
Jonalyn Siemer
Paul Siemer
Robert & Elizabeth Siemer

Matheus Silva
Ankur Singal
Charles & Elizabeth Sklarsky
Arthur & Jane Slaven
Barbara Slutsky
Gregory Smith
Sarvesh Soi
Alice & Julius Solomon
Carolyn Somer
Wendy & Bill Spatz
AnneMarie Spisak
Stanley & Linda Steed
Nikki & Fred Stein
Lynn Steiner
Silvia & Bruce Stern
Barbara & Bob Stone
David & Yuki Straus
Maryam Sultana
Peter & Marilyn Tantillo
T. Jenese Thompson
Lisa Torres
Frances Tuite & Simon Meredith
Lynn & Ted Turner
Annette Turow
Joanne Vena & Richard Graham
Jill Villanueva
Anne Walker
Mariell Waltner
Bernice Weissbourd
Bob & Marie Weissbourd
Amie Wexler
Anita & Virgil Williams
Clifton Williams
McGhee Williams Osse & Burrell
Justine & Tom Wise
Beth Woerner
Catherine Woolner & Dan Croteau
Frances Wright
Charles & Krystyna Yates
Donna Yates
Richard Young
Deborah Zaluda
Jerri Zbiral & Alan Teller
Kerry Zeman
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Thank you to our FY16 donors (con’t)
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Giving Opportunities
Make a Gift
A gift to Changing Worlds can be made by check, credit card or online at our secure website, 

www.changingworlds.org. Checks payable to Changing Worlds can be mailed to 

329 W. 18th Street, Suite 506, Chicago, IL 60616.

Matching Gift
Contact your Human Resources 

department to determine whether your 

employer has a matching gift program.

Pledge Gift
A pledge of any amount can be paid over 

time in cash or stocks. Monthly, quarterly 

and other payment schedules are available.

Tributes: Honor or Memorial
Honor someone, living or deceased, in celebration of a birthday, anniversary or other 

important occasion. A tribute gift is a thoughtful way to acknowledge family and friends. When 

you make a tribute or memorial gift, a special card is sent to the honoree or designated 

family member recognizing your gift.

Stock Gift
By contributing appreciated stocks, you receive 

a tax deduction while avoiding capital gains taxes.

For More Information
Contact Us at info@changingworlds.org or call (312) 421-8040. 

Changing Worlds is a 501(c)3 agency. Money donated to Changing Worlds is professionally 

managed and tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. 
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Changing Worlds Board & Staff

Associate Board
Patricia Borowiec, Co-chair

Summer Zhao. Treasurer

Margarette Rodriguez, Events Chair

Erica Bartz

Pietro Binchi

Sameera George

Katie Johnson

Christen Summers

Lindsay Alvis Cochrane, Honorary Member

Changing Worlds Staff
Alicia Vega, Executive Director

Joanne Vena, Program Director

Michael Driscoll, Manager of After-School and Community Outreach Programs 

Umeki Ramsey, Manager of Office and Program Operations

Karen Shifflett, Manager of Program Evaluation and Documentation

Arif Smith, Manager of Program Implementation

Nicole Cotto, Coordinator of Foundation Relations and Grants

Myra Harden, Coordinator of Office Operations 

Indira Freitas Johnson, Peace and Arts Consultant 

We would like to extend a special thank you to Dr. Keisha Farmer-Smith, who served as our Interim Executive Director 

from September 2016 to January 2017, for her leadership and contribution to Changing Worlds's success.

Jason Osborn, President

Jennifer Lee, Vice President 

Kay Berkson, Secretary

Stuart Hannay, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Lucy Ascoli

JoAnn Beck

Patricia Borowiec

Michele Cardona

Joseph Glossberg

Brian Hahn

Sharon Hidalgo

Adrianne C. Mazura

Ken Rolling

Vicki Woolner Samuels

Sarvesh Soi
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Changing Worlds Program Team
Teaching Artists
Yaasha Abraham

Kiana Cook

Luis Crespo

Anya Davidson

Luis DeLaTorre

William Eller

Risha Hill

Daniel Hoinacki

Susanna Hostetter

Nick Jackson

Cynthium Johnson-Woodfolk

Susanna (Sooz) Main

SaLesha Mason

Kinga McCraven

Sadira Muhammad

Jenkin Ng

Maya Odim

Jean Parisi

Amaniyea Payne

Michelle Penn

Patricia Peixoto

Arif Smith

Diana Solis

Billy Stevens

Tone Stockenstrom

D'nick Stockman

Jamie Thome

Kamaya Thompson

Dionne (DW) Walker

Kawana Williams

John Wilson

Kelsey Wright

Avery R. Young

Literacy Specialists
Quraysh Ali-Lansana

Edie McLoud Armstrong

Bria Dolnick

Karen Doria

Cynthium Johnson-Woodfolk

Gale Liebman

Susanna (Sooz) Main

Jennifer Moran

Molly Moynahan

Avery R. Young
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Please save the date for our upcoming event!

20 Years of Changing Worlds

Honor the Past. Celebrate the Present. Create the Future.

May 17, 2017

329 W. 18th Street, Suite 506
Chicago, IL 60616

(312) 421-8040 

www.changingworlds.org


